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from being interesting, except on his scientific speciality?
Because he could not, in the adverse environment of his
day, have accomplished his vast researches without these
sacrifices. The Royal Institution and himself were left in
financial insecurity when a contributor to the Quarterly
Review of 1826 wrote: "The prospects which are now
opening to England almost exceed the boundaries of
thought; and can be measured by no standard found in
history. . . . The manufacturing industry of England may
be fairly computed as four times greater than that of all
the other continents taken collectively, and sixteen such
continents as Europe could not manufacture so much
cotton as England does."
The manufacturing industry of England was four times
greater than that of all the other continents taken collec-
tively; but some thousand pounds for the secure establish-
ment of Faraday's laboratory was not easily to be found.
In 1823 a Committee of Manchester weavers wrote:
"The average Wages of some hundreds of Weavers, for
four months, as proved from the Books of their Employers,
is now in the Manchester papers: Their wages for that
period was 45. lod. per week, to each. This may suggest
to you the condition that Weavers' families must be in."
In 1824 a Committee on Agricultural Wages, of which
Lord John Russell was chairman, reported that in the south
of England agricultural labourers* wages varied from 8s.
to 95. per week, to 35. for a single man and 45. 6d. for a
married man.
In 1831 the Yorkshire working classes were more inter-
ested in agitating for a ten hours' day than in the agitation
for the Reform Bill. In 1844 Lord Ashley (who became
the Earl of Shaftesbury) stated in a speech for the Ten Hours
Factory Bill that "a manufacturer informed me that he
employed females exclusively at his power-looms . . . gives
a decided preference to married females, especially those
who have families at home dependent on them for support;
they are attentive, docile, more so than unmarried females,
and are compelled to use their utmost exertions to procure
the necessaries of life. Thus are the virtues, the peculiar